
Basic Geography/U.S. & Canada Unit 1 Review 

 

5 Themes of Geography 

 

Location 

Place 

Regions 

Movement 

Human-environment Interaction 

 

Geographers use the 5 Themes of Geography to organize information and to learn more about the Earth. 

 

Location - Latitude & Longitude lines help geographers identify absolute location - the exact spot on Earth. 

 

Latitude lines are imaginary lines that circle the Earth measuring how far north or south you are from the 

Equator 0° latitude. 

 

Longitude lines are imaginary lines that run from pole to pole and measure the eastern and western hemisphere. 

Measuring how far east or west you are from the Prime Meridian - an imaginary line running through 

Greenwich, England 0° longitude. 

 

Location - The position of a place on the Earth's surface 

Absolute Location - exact spot on Earth (latitude & longitude) 

Relative Location - where that feature is in relation to other features 

 

Place - The characteristics of a location that make it unique, or different (For example, describing what a place 

is like...). 

 

Regions - Areas that have several common characteristics. Geographers study regions to make comparisons 

between areas (For example, the differences between the Rocky Mountain region and the Midwest...). 

 

Movement - How and why people, ideas, and goods move from place to place (For example, migration, trade, 

and education...). 

 

Human-environment Interaction - Geographers study this theme to learn how people and the environment 

affect each other. 

 

Effects of Latitude 

 

Tropic of Cancer - Line of latitude located, in the tropics, north of the Equator. 

 

Tropic of Capricorn - Line of latitude located, in the tropics, south of the Equator. 

 

The area between these latitude lines are known as the Tropics. 

 

The amount of sunlight that each hemisphere receives during the year depends on the Earth's tilt on its axis. 

 

Seasons are determined by the tilt of the Earth on its axis as it revolves around the sun and are different for 

people depending upon what latitude they are located at on the Earth. 

 

If it is summer in Wyoming, located in the northern hemisphere, what season is it in Australia which is in the 

southern hemisphere? 



 

Physical & Political Geography 

 

Landform - is a natural physical feature on the Earth's surface. 

 

Continent - is a large landmass that rises above the ocean (the largest example of a landform...). 

 

Continental Divide - the point at which rivers change their directional flow.  

 

Country - a nation with its own government, occupying a particular territory. 

 

Countries are often divided into smaller territories. In the United States there are 50  

states and in Canada they have 10 smaller political regions called provinces. 

 

In the United States and Canada they also have other areas called territories. 

 

Physical Features of North America - Physical Geography of North America 

 

The Rocky Mountains are a major landform found both in the United States and Canada. This physical feature 

serves as the continental divide of North America. 

 

There are many climates in North America from tundra in the north to tropical in the southeast. Major factors 

that influence climate in the United States and Canada are oceans, mountains (elevation), and latitude. 

 

The Great Lakes, that serve as a shared border between the United States and Canada, are major shipping routes 

for each nation. These lakes drain into the Atlantic Ocean through the St. Lawrence River. 

 

The Great Plains in the United States has rich soil that is good for farming and affects the way people live as 

many are involved in or dependent on agriculture. 


