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What is the physical 
geography & climate like 
in East & Southeast Asia? 

China is the second largest country in Asia in land area and takes up most of the 
territory of East Asia. 

 Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Singapore, and Thailand form the mainland 
of Southeast Asia. 

 Japan is an island nation in East Asia comprising a volcanic archipelago 
extending along the continent's Pacific coast. 

 The climate of East Asia is heavily influenced by monsoons (a seasonal prevailing 
wind in the region blowing from the southwest between May and September 
and bringing rain - the wet monsoon, or dry winds from the northeast between 
October and April - the dry monsoon). 

 Much of Southeast Asia has a tropical wet climate. 

 In general, Japan is a rainy and highly humid country.  Japan has varied climate 
temperatures because of its extended geographic location. 

What is the history & 
culture of East & 
Southeast Asia? 

The history of Asia can be seen as the history of several distinct regions. 
Examples of cultural diffusion, the spreading of ideas or practices from one 
culture to other cultures, are found throughout the region. 

 In ancient times, the Chinese settled in the Korean Peninsula; so, the Korea's 
and China have close historical ties. 

 Southeast Asia was home to an ancient powerful Hindu-Buddhist empire known 
as the Khmer Empire. 

 The Khmer Empire included much of present-day Cambodia, Thailand, Malaysia, 
and part of Laos. 

 In 1949, China experienced a communist revolution. Many people opposed to 
communism fled to the island of Taiwan to escape persecution. 

 Life in China under communism allowed land to be held in common, women 
were encouraged to work, and limits were put on the number of children 
families could have. 

 Free enterprise countries (nations that supported capitalism and democracy) 
feared the spread of communism, especially in Southeast Asia. Countries like the 
United States believed in the Domino Theory and tried to stop the spread of 
communism. 

 The first showdown of communism and capitalism/democracy, in Southeast 
Asia, was in Korea in the 1950s. 



 Northern communist Korea was engaged in a war with democratic South Korea. 
United Nations troops, most from the United States, fought to a standstill at the 
38th parallel where Korea is divided between North and South to this very day. 

 Another conflict was fought in Vietnam. Communist North Vietnam fought 
against democratic South Vietnam. The United States supported South Vietnam 
with troops and supplies throughout the 1960s and early 1970s. 

 After support for the war waned, the United States withdrew from Vietnam in 
1973, and the country was reunited under a communist government in 1975. 

  

  

In 1968, the Khmer Rouge or Cambodian Communist Party was formed during 
the Vietnam War. After the Vietnam War the Khmer Rouge led a terrible 
genocide of people opposed to communism with 2-3 million people being killed 
or dying of starvation from famine caused by the government's tactics. 

  

  

Major religions in Southeast Asia include Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism. 

What is East & Southeast 
Asia like today? 

Many countries in East and South Asia have high population densities. 

 Countries in East Asia must farm all available land in order to feed the area's 
large population, and the chief crop in Southeast Asia is rice grown in paddies. 

 Challenges developed countries like Japan and South Korea experience are they 
have few mineral resources, and Japan's labor force is not growing because of an 
aging population, low birthrate, and limited immigration. 

 In Southeast Asia, nations must balance the need for economic growth with 
protecting the environment. Clear cutting of rain forests has led to landslides 
and mudslides in the area leading to the deaths of many people. 

 After the Vietnam War, the communist country met economic hardship and the 
government had to decrease control in order for private businesses and outside 
companies to flourish, making Vietnam no longer a purely communist nation. 

 East Asia is an economic and political power in the world today and has a huge 
influence on world trade. China and Japan produce many electronic devices, and 
Taiwan, Japan, and South Korea are called Asian Tigers because of their 
aggressive economies on the world market. These countries work with the rest 
of the world to develop trade and to have a political and economic presence. 
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